
Coming Events 

 

1/1 NEW YEARS DAY 

1/7  Epiphany Sunday 

1/14 Church Council, 11:45 am 

1/19 Chili Cook-off/dinner, 6 pm 

1/28 Annual Meeting, potluck 

2/4 Installation of Officers  

3/9-10 Rummage Sale 

3/16-17 Rummage Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrip order dates for January are January 7th 
and January 21st.  We want to thank everyone 
who has participated in purchasing Scrip this 
year.  Profit for 2017 is $2982.04.  $1099.69 was 
paid on the mortgage and $1882.35 will be con-
tributed toward the stained-glass window repair.  
When the year-end reports are completed there 
will be more information on our sales for the 
year. 
 

Mission and Outreach Hello my wonderful 

church family!  It was with great pride that I looked at 
the giving Christmas tree.  A pile of beautifully 
wrapped presents to go to four families in need.  I’m 
always so in awe of the generosity of our little church.  
These were truly needy families.  On one families 
wish list, both the mother and father put down that all 
they wanted was happy children and a home.  They 
are currently a family of 6 living in a motor home.  
Again, thank you for the love you show for our fami-
lies in need. 
 

Sue Stark, Mission and Outreach 

 

Women's Fellowship meeting will meet at Nor-
ma Barney's home on Monday, January 8th, 
5:30 pm.  All women in the church are invited.  
Bring a potluck dish of your choice. 

 
Men’s Fellowship gathering, Saturday, 
January 27th at Lil’ Cooperstown, 12 noon.  
Join us for a time of friendship building 
with a dose of spiritual exploration.  Con-
tact Greg Hettman for more details. 
 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS.  
 

Would you like to be a part of the stained-glass 
window restoration project?  Money has been 
raised to fully pay for the windows that are cur-
rently being restored.  The remaining 4 windows 
will cost $12,880.  Currently, $6,980 is still need-
ed to complete their repair.  All donations are tax 
deductible. 
 

We're doing a chili cook-off dinner on 
Friday, January 19th at 6pm (remember 
Justin's been proposing it for a while?)- 
bring a pot of chili to participate in the 
chili contest. Salad or bread or dessert or 
other side otherwise. It's just for fun and 
to hang out with each other. 
 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 S Beavercreek Rd. 
Beavercreek  OR  97004 

(503) 632-4553 
Rev. Jennifer Seaich 

www.beavercreekucc.org 
 

If you’d like to subscribe to or unsubscribe 
from this newsletter please contact Greg 
Hettman at this address: greghet@aol.com. 
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Thoughts From Pastor Jennifer:    

There is an old Puritan ideal about walking together in Christian love.  It’s an idea that still resonates, hun-
dreds of years later, perhaps especially for we in the UCC, descendents of the early Congregationalists. 

Walking together means that we are on a journey.  We know that we do not have all the wisdom.  We try to 
garner some insight that helps us travel better.  We know that God is still speaking, and we know that what 
is needed depends upon the terrain and the time.  Local community matters.  Culture matters.  This is a jour-
ney, filled with change and dynamism.  Faith isn’t static, or monolithic. 

For the Puritans, and for us, this means that there are no creeds, no dogmas.  Instead we covenant with each 
other.  Rather than hierarchy or creed holding us together, we make vows to each other and to God.  Love 
holds us together.  The Salem Church covenant, written in 1629, is a good example of this.  "We Covenant 
with the Lord and one with another; and do bind ourselves in the presence of God, to walk together in all his 
ways, according as he is pleased to reveal himself unto us in his Blessed word of truth."  It’s remarkable 
how relevant this covenant is today--we covenant with God and with each other, to walk together, according 
to how God reveals Gods self to us (not to a Pope or bishops or any other authority). 

This lack of hierarchy entails a higher degree of responsibility and involvement.  Instead of freedom from, 
we have freedom to.  You do not have to do what the conference minister says or what the priest says.  This 
is because you, each of us, are the priest.  We are a whole community of priests.  It is a very different idea 
of community from that of a hierarchical church.  Each is responsible for the church.  This is not freedom 
from…it is freedom to….  Instead of “Yeah!  I don’t have to do what the pope (bishop, priest) says!”  It’s 
“Yeah, I am the church!”  It’s a far greater responsibility.  If you don’t do it, no one will.  There is no one 
more responsible than you are for the good and future of our church. 

Part of this responsibility is a sense of the common good, something I believe our society greatly needs.  
Instead of being concerned about our own likes and preferences, we all are responsible for the whole 
church.  Instead of “I like this song or that song” or “I like when we___,” we consider the needs of the 
whole church.  Instead of thinking about the church as “they,” we know that the church is “we,” together.  
This is why we have annual meeting and other congregational meetings: so all can participate.  We vote, so 
everyone gets a say.  As John Winthrop wrote in his Model of Christian Charity sermon in 1630, those who 
are on this journey "must be willing to abridge [themselves] of [their] superfluities, for the supply of others’ 
necessities."  This matters because we walk together.  Not I’m on a journey and so are you, and all that mat-
ters to me is if I get there. 

We have a national UCC office and a regional Central Pacific Conference who are resources for us and who 
help us work together.  We UCC are communities of autonomous churches, each governed by members, yet 
in fellowship with others.  Because of this local, congregational covenant, UCC churches can vary.  We 
tend to be quite progressive, but that is the local church’s decision, like writing a budget and calling a pas-
tor.  The UCC were the first denomination to ordain an African-American person (1785), a woman (1853), 
an openly gay person (1972).  Not every congregation at any of these times would have voted to do so, but 
these individual congregations were brave and led the way. 

Our journey is with Christ, the path of Christian love.  As we have no creeds or dogmas, this means some-
thing different to each of us, and we accept each other on this journey.  We find spiritual identity, challenge, 
fulfillment, and growth in the life of Christ; his birth, ministry and teachings, death, and resurrection are 
meaningful to us.  Though we walk this path, we do not deny the legitimacy of other paths to God, and we 
seek dialogue, friendship, and wisdom from those on other paths.  We take to heart Jesus’ commandments 
to care for those in need and to love God and our neighbors.  “In balance, these relationships produce justice 
amid injustice, kindness in the face of meanness, and the humility of self-acceptance that comes as we sense 
the presence of a God who knows our inmost thoughts and loves us uncontrollably” (UCC.org) 

Finally, we walk together in Christian love.  This is a journey of love.  Always it is about love.  Love of 
God, love of neighbor. Love of community. Love of the poor, the hungry, the oppressed, the naked.  Love.  
We walk together in Christian love.  Thanks be to God, and Lord, hear our prayers. 



HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!    

Blessings for all, 
 

It’s been an interesting year in the world, the country and in church.  In the midst of some 
difficulties—loss of cherished members, discovery of erosion challenges, collapse of our 
oil tank—there have also been blessings.  So for our financial summary for the year 
(keeping in mind the books are not totally closed): 
 

Overall, we collected more for general fund than we spent, increasing our bank accounts 
by about $7,000 (biggest saving was the retirement of our “mortgage” which saved us 
$10,736 this year). So far we have collected almost 96% of what we expected, but have 
spent about 90% of our budgeted expenses.  Next year’s proposed budget is a couple of 
thousand dollars lower than the 2017 budget. 
 

We have a porch issue we are working on that is expected to be about $40,000; so far we 
have had contributions of $6,000 towards that repair, including a generous 100% match 
from one member. 
 

We have been working on restoring all the stained-glass windows in the church (not in-
cluding the west end so far).  The total estimate is $47,270; we made a deposit of $16,795 
and have saved an additional $22,923.35 towards the remainder (that includes a large con-
tribution from the Droz Memorial and also many individual contributions).  That leaves us 
about $7,500 short of our goal, so new contributions are welcome! 
 

We have served over 550 people in the food pantry this year, and we have received almost 
as much in donations as we have spent, so we still have over $10,000 in funds available 
for this mission! 
 

We also replaced most of the windows in the parsonage this year with better energy saving 
windows, and that work is all paid for. 
 

WE have been blessed with your faithful giving, and with pleasant surprises along the 
way.  Keep in mind we will be discussing the 2018 budget at the next council meeting 
(January 14 and the Annual Meeting January 28).  Come join us as we look at our mission 
for next year intentionally! 
 

Sky,  Treasurer 



Missionary Family Contact Info: 
80 Atkinson, Detroit, MI 48202 

meganbrianmeyers@gmail.com 

Skype: megan.brian.meyers 

M (313) 898-1289 

B (313) 932-5327 

GROWING UP GIRLS 

 

This weekend we're hosting a farewell party for school 
friends and faculty.  Southfield Christian School has 
been a key partner in growing our girls over the last 
year.  We will miss SCS! 
 

Brian's parents have graciously offered to assist Jor-
dan in her transition to boarding school by moving to 
White River, South Africa for three months.  This will 
give Jordan a place to go on the weekends, and family nearby should a need arise mid-week. 
 

Meanwhile, we're gathering up supplemental educational materials, and gearing up for another big change in loca-
tion, school, schedule, and friends. 
 

Amidst all the hustle and bustle, we're comforted by a promise from Isaiah 54:13: All your children will be taught by 
the Lord, and great will be their peace. 
 

Giving EVERYTHING for us, means obeying the Lord—laying aside professional advancement and lucrative ca-
reers stateside, and not withholding our beloved daughters (Gen 22:16).  We know the needs are great in Mozam-
bique, and we are GRATEFUL to offer our bodies as living sacrifices in worship of our Redeemer who gave it ALL. 
We trust that the Lord will continue to lead and guide our family as we follow Him together! 
 

GEARING UP TO GO 

 

We want to touch base with each of you, before we return to Mozambique (mid-Dec).  We plan to be in Beira for a 

2-3 year term.  Consider coming to visit, or perhaps spending a vacation on mission! 

 

Ready or not, believe it or not, 2018 Rummage Sale season is upon us!  

Easter is early, so our sale is also early.  Set up will be Saturday, Febru-

ary 25 and you are invited to bring your stash of rummage on Sunday, 

February 25.  We will have two weeks to sort, organize and price.  This 

luxury of time will allow us to have everything in tip top shape when we 

open the door to buyers on March 9-10 and our follow up weekend is 

March 16-17.  Remember when Christmas seemed far away?  And 

now it has come and gone!  This year’s rummage sale is sprinting toward us at light-speed.  

Please block out time on your new 2018 calendar to help.  Keep collecting items as you pack 

away your holiday décor and loot from Santa.  Ask your relatives and neighbors to contribute.  If 

you start early, you’ll even have time to make sure all those items are clean.  That really helps!   

 

Thank you to everyone who has brought their jewelry donations al-

ready.  Right now I have plenty of time to package and price them.  

Keep those baubles coming! 
 

Please plan to help a LOT,  I promise we will share many laughs as we 

all work together to make this year’s sale the best ever. 

 

Thanks so much.  -Shelley- 

 



January 2018 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ, The Ten O’Clock Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1   
New Years 
Day 

 

  
 

2 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

3 4 

 

Choir 7pm 

5   
 

6   Epiphany 

7   Epiphany Sunday 

Communion   
 

Planning meeting 
for shooter response 
training, post service 

 

 

8  

 

Women’s 
Potluck @ 
Norma B’s  
 5:30 pm 

 

 

9  
 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:30  

10 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

Choir 7pm 

12 

 

13   
 

14  
 

Church Council 
 

 

 

15 

 

Bible Study, 
10:00 am 

16 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

Deacons 2:00 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:30  

17 

 

 

18 

 

Choir 7pm 

19 

 

Chile cook-off 
contest/dinner, 
6:00 pm 

20 

 

  

21 22  
 

Corresponde
nce dessert 
club, 11:30 

23 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:30  

24 

 

M&O, 5:30 
pm 

 

 

 

25 

 

Choir 7pm 

26 27 

 

Men’s Group, 
Noon @ Lil’ 
Cooperstown 

 

28 Annual Meeting, 
Potluck 

29   
 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:30  
 

 

31 Worship Sunday at 10 am followed by 
coffee hour  

Nursery care provided (babies through 
toddlers) 

Sunday School provided during 
worship (children age 3-11) 

 



BIRTHDAYS  

   

1/1    Norman Koshkarian 1/20   Karen Hendrickson 

1/3    Becki Lowrie  1/21   Wendy Tompkins Stimac 

1/3    Nathan Tompkins   

1/3    Evelyn Redling  

1/5    Mike Adler   

1/6    Greg Hettman  ANNIVERSARIES 

1/8    Chael Lynch  1/11   Mike & Janet Adler 

1/10  Wiley Stimac 1/27   Steve & Shelley Leveque 

1/13   Barbara Derkacht 1/31   Jay & Molly Lynch 

1/20   Amy Albrecht  

  

  

  

Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B� !�"#"��$ U&'(�) C+,"#+ -. C+"'/( '/   (+�-0-1'# 002 3"-1"�//'!�, T"'&'( "' &, O3�&  &) 
A..'"6'&1 C+,"#+ 7+'#+ �&#-," 1�/   "�#�3('!�  (('(,)�  &)   8,�/('-&'&1 /3'"'( 7'(+ "�1 ") 
(- 7-"/+'3, /#"'3(,"�  &) (+�  #('!'(2 -. G-) '& -," 0'!�/.  W� /��$ (- +-&-" )'!�"/'(2  &) 
<�0'�!� (+� C+"'/(' & . '(+ '/   =-,"&�2  &) &-(   )�/('& ('-&. 


