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Coming Events 
2/5  Officer Installation Sunday 
2/8 Book Signing “Life Beyond My Body” 
2/19 Church Council Meeting 
2/28 Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) Dinner 
3/1 Ash Wednesday Service, 7:30 PM 
3/12 Old Time Religion Music Sunday 
3/12-3/23 Rummage set-up & prep 
3/24 & 25  Rummage Sale, 9 AM — 4 PM  
3/31 & 4/1  Rummage Sale, 9 Am — 4 PM  
4/2  Rummage pack-up & clean-up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue saving your usable clothes and house-
hold items for this fun and community building 
fund raiser.  Watch for coming information 
about Volunteer needs for the Rummage Sale.  
Shelley & Greg Hettman, co-chairs. 
 
Scrip order dates in February are 2/5 and 2/19.  
Scrip added some additional cards that are now 
available to be ordered.  They are $25 Adidas with 
13% profit; $10 Jack in the Box with 4% profit, $25 
Sally's with 8% profit, $25 Sephora with 4% profit 
and $50 Lamb's Thriftway with 4% profit.  Buy 
Scrip gift cards for your Valentine's Day sweet-
hearts. 

Women's Fellowship meeting for February has 
been postponed until March 6th.  Preparations for 
the rummage sale luncheon will be discussed at 
the March meeting.  We do not yet have a host for 
the meeting so we are in need of someone to vol-
unteer to have that meeting at their home.  See 
Norma or Mary if you can host the meeting. 

 
Winter Labyrinth Walk/Third Time's a Charm! 

 

After two cancelations due to bad weather, it seems like 
it's time to try it again...Join us for a meditative Laby-
rinth Walk, Saturday, February 18th at 7 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  The walk will be a time to center oneself, 
draw closer to God, contemplate challenges or a time 
for self-relaxation.  This unique and ancient practice has 
helped strengthen people for centuries throughout 
many religions.  Come experience the walk for yourself!  
As for me, I'll be praying for no snow or ice! 

 

Questions?  Reach Becky Albeke at 503.341.1810 

 

Pastor Jennifer’s Singer Hill office hours: Tuesdays 11:30-
1pm.  Please come join her for lunch or coffee and a 
visit. 
 

I just want to say thank you to all the committees 
and my helpers for making the Annual Report Book 
organized and great!!!  Your Secretary,  Kara 
 

Wednesday February 8th 6pm Ray will read from his 
book, Life Beyond My Body http://www. transgress-

To subscribe or unsubscribe to the Beaver-
creek UCC Chimes, call Greg @ (503) 655-

0700 or E-mail: greghet@aol.com 

Those who forget the language of Those who forget the language of Those who forget the language of Those who forget the language of 

gratitude can never be on speaking gratitude can never be on speaking gratitude can never be on speaking gratitude can never be on speaking 

terms with happiness.  terms with happiness.  terms with happiness.  terms with happiness.      

C. Neil StraitC. Neil StraitC. Neil StraitC. Neil Strait    

Phone for church office study: 
(503) 632-4553  

http://www.beavercreekucc.org/ 
 

Rev. Jennifer Seaich  
 Email:   revjennifers@gmail.com 



What does it mean to be Progressive Church, specifically a progressive Christian church?  It’s not the same as being 
liberal.  It means that though we walk along the path of Christianity, following Jesus, we are open and respectful of 
other traditions.  We recognize that other paths to God are valid.  Jesus, his life and his teachings and his death and 
resurrection, are important to us, yet we recognize that God’s love and power are great enough to provide other 
paths.  We also know that because Jesus was a teacher of love and of peace, that wherever those are taught and 
practiced, Jesus is there.  Love of God, love of neighbor, love of self.  We seek dialogue with those of other faiths 
(and no faith) and we know that these other paths also contain good and wisdom, so we seek to learn from them.  
We draw upon all sources to grow closer in relationship with God, scripture, theology, other faiths, science, the 
world around us, ecosystems.  All of these allow us greater insight.  

 

We take the Bible too seriously to take it literally.  We revere scripture, understanding that it is the record of the 
faith journey of a people.  It was written over a thousand years in multiple genres by many different people and re-
flects various historical and cultural contexts.  It is not a novel to be read front to back, but 66 diverse books: poet-
ry, law, myth, history, prophecy.  We believe that our faith can grow, rather than be diminished, by learning more 
about the context.  The Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit, who transcends time and place, and was written down 
by men, who were in a particular time and place.  This is why the Bible is to be studied, to discover it in conversa-
tion with itself and with the world.  

 

We also believe in the Book of Nature, an ancient idea, needed more now than ever.  Creation, like scripture, is an-
other source of knowledge about God.  As scripture is scared, so is nature.  What can we learn by looking around 
us?  God loves diversity.  How else to explain the many types of flowers or the colors of fish?  And if nature is an-
other book of sacred scripture, what does it mean when a species becomes extinct or when a forest is razed?  This 
means that we respect science.  God works through natural systems—evolution, physics, cosmology.  This requires 
intellectual openness and rigor. 

 

We take Jesus seriously when he told us to love God and love our neighbors, so we advocate for full inclusion of all 
peoples, especially those who have been excluded by traditional Christianity.  This includes all of our neighbors, 
regardless of race, gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity, socio-economic status, age, or physical and mental 
ability.  We recognize that each and every person is made in the image and likeness of God, and carries that Divine 
spark, so we emphasize social justice, compassion, equality and fairness, and mercy.  This means that we stand with 
all those who are discriminated against, for Jesus did not discriminate (except against religious hypocrites).  We 
believe in human unity and appreciate cultural diversity. 

 

Sometimes this means speaking truth to power.  Sometimes it means upsetting money—changing tables.  Some-
times it means advocacy.  We do this because we are called to stand with the oppressed, as Jesus did.  Seeking 
peace and justice is sometimes the most countercultural thing in a consumer world.  This means being politically 
knowledgeable and involved.  It is not partisan, for neither party has perfectly exemplified Jesus’ teachings, but it is 
political, for the Bible is political: caring for the poor, feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, setting free the 
oppressed, caring for creation. 

 

We believe in the importance of worship, both individual and communal, as expression of our love for God, neigh-
bor, and self.  Coming together to honor God matters.  Personal prayer and devotion are important.  Home practices 
are essential for relationship with God.  So is community.  Community means we have each other, even on the days 
when you are not inspired.  It means accountability.  It means being surprised and pushed by other ways of believ-
ing and interpreting.  It means being able to lean on historical and collective wisdom.  It means being able to do 
good and create the kingdom together.  Worship is to help us in building relationship with God and should be vi-
brant and authentic, with scripture, art, prayer.  It should be prophetic, sometimes challenging, with the entire con-
gregation participating, as a priesthood of all believers in covenant. 

 

None of this is new.  Jesus is the one who told us to love God and our neighbors and not to judge others.  The He-
brew Bible is filled with injunctions to care for the poor and the oppressed.  Our BUCC mission statement calls us 
to love of God, love of neighbor, and love of self.  We do this by recognizing that we, each individual one of us, are 
utterly beloved, sacred and adored, unconditionally.  And so is every single other person.  This has incredible impli-
cations. 

 

In the media, Christians are usually represented entirely differently, and many of us know people who have been 
hurt by church.  The church we see there is not our church.  I believe that there is great hunger for a church like 
ours, a progressive church, yet so many people don’t know or believe that such a thing can exist.  It is up to us to let 
them know—not proselytizing, but reaching out in love to share something wonderful.  

 

Sources: The Center for Progressive Christianity,..Phoenix Affirmations...Center for Progressive Renewal  
 

Past�� J	n�i	� Sea�� 



Moderator’s Moment: Hello my BUCC family, 
 

When I was asked to become moderator elect, I had to really think and pray about 
it.  I felt my life was pretty full and wasn’t sure I had the time, but someone or 
something gently nudged me towards it and I’m so thankful I accepted.  Since be-
coming the Moderator, I’ve had the opportunity to work with and get to know Pas-
tor Jennifer, Ron, Kathy (also known as the MOD Squad), Jan, Cynthia, Debbie, 
Bonnie, Lee E., Dan (Pastoral Relations) and all the members of the congregation 
that attend the council meetings.  I’ve enjoyed leading these meetings and appreci-
ate all the help various people have given me.  I was a little nervous at first but Ron 
helped ease my worries, walked with me, filled in when I couldn’t be there and was 
an overall great mentor!  Thank you Ron! 
 

Over the past year our little church has successfully continued with the annual fund-
raisers and not only did we bring in enough money to have a balanced budget but 
we actually ended up a little ahead!  Thanks be to GOD!  The fun-raisers are a 
needed revenue but the real payoff is in the fellowship we share when we’re togeth-
er sorting through rummage sale items, getting the Strawberry Festival dinner/
auction pulled together, serving lunch and meeting the community at the Fall Ba-
zaar, hanging out at the BCT Backyard Bash pedaling our delicious strawberry 
shortcake or enjoying a wonderful dinner and listening to a concert in the fellow-
ship hall.  These things really bring us together as a church and community.  I’ve 
never belonged to a church before but from what I’ve gathered from other people 
when I talk about BUCC, WE are a very special little congregation!  Each one of 
you brings God’s light and personal gifts to our beautiful church and it has given 
me a sense of love, commitment and responsibility to you and to GOD to strive to 
be the best example Jesus wants me to be! 
 

When I drove by some 12 plus years ago and saw a yellow banner on the front of 
the Fellowship Hall saying “WE HONOR DIVERSITY,” I decided to pull in and 
give it a try and I am so grateful I did!  I truly feel like this is my home and I be-
long!  I have made wonderful friendships here and I would like to encourage every-
one to give it a try.  Get involved in whatever way you can and I promise you this…
you will be rewarded! 
 

I will be passing the gavel to Chris Ritter whom I know will do a great job as our 
Moderator and I will be there for her as Ron was for me.  Thank you all for putting 
up with my overzealous use of the gavel at our meetings and placing your trust in 
me, I hope I served you well.  I will continue to be involved or help out in whatever 
task, job or position that calls to me.  God bless you all and may God continue to 
bless our little church and help us to be good stewards to each other, our community 
and the world. 
 

Peace out, T (Theresa Reynolds) 
 



February Hosts & Ushers 
 
Thanks to those who have signed up for Hosting and Ushering in Febru-
ary.  It sure is nice to have a cup of coffee, tea or juice and a lit-
tle bite of something tasty prepared for us after Sunday worship ser-
vice!  As you can see, there are still opportunities to host and usher 
in February.  Additional help is gratefully accepted! 
 
February Hospitality List, as of January 1 (may have additional sign ups on 
the FH kitchen counter): 
 
February 5:  Hosts: ___________  ___________  Usher: __________ 
February 12: Hosts: Karns Family              Usher: Greg H 
February 19: Hosts: Laura W, ____________     Usher: __________ 
February 26: Hosts: Theresa R and Deedee F    Usher: Kathy L 
 
Benediciones!  Bonnie Taylor 
 
Mission News: Over the course of 2016, our food pantry served 130 families consisting of 
511 individuals.  Our food pantry parties are always fun and everyone is invited!  It is almost like 
Christmas, we open boxes and unwrap containers, sometimes finding surprises!  Contact Sue 
Stark if you would like to be added to the email list. 

It is not uncommon to see folks living on the street or standing on a freeway ramp, asking for 
help.  I know that I always want to help and never know the right thing to do.  Mission and Out-
reach is currently putting together "Blessing Bags", containing wool socks, gloves, an emergen-
cy blanket, and perhaps a gift card for coffee or a sandwich.  Additional items are being sug-
gested as well.  We are starting with 30 bags and offering them to church members to carry in 
their cars for one of those times when a person in need crosses your path.  Updates will be 
coming! 
 

BUCC Representatives at the Post-Inauguration Day Women’s March in Portland 



This Year’s Sale Will Be HUGE 
 
Wow do we have rummage!! There are boxes stored in every nook and cranny.  We will need an army of able 
bodied angels just to bring things from the parsonage basement and garage.  (Special thanks to Pastor Jennifer 
for allowing us to use her garage.)  This should be a phenomenal sale.  All this bounty must be spread on the 
tables, organized, priced and made attractive to the buyers anxious to scramble 
for treasures and bargains.  We have a lot of fun in store to get everything ready.  
And a lot of work.  Please plan to be here with your friends. 
 

This year we have a special need for someone comfortable with online advertis-
ing and sales to promote the several valuable items we have received.  No one 
has accepted this challenge yet.  Do you have a relative or friend who would be 
willing to help our church in this way?  We have photos to use for advertising 
and prospective buyers could come during set up to see and purchase these spe-
cial items and get them out of our way!!  Back this year will be a jewelry resale 
table featuring bling packaged and priced like at the fall bazaar.  This table will 
need an attendant to hold items until paid for at our central cashier. 
 

On March 12 after our rousing Old Time Music Sunday,  we will set up tables and hang signs to prepare the 
hall for the arrival of rummage.  You can actually start bringing rummage on that day!  I will provide pizza for 
those staying to haul items and/or begin sorting and placing things on tables.  See—it IS going to be a fun par-
ty! 
 

We will need our legion of angels to appear Monday, March 13-Thursday, March 23 to sort, arrange and price 
all our stuff.  There will be work times in the morning and evening of each day.  Come often and stay late! 
 

The sale will run 9 am to 4 pm on our two sale weekends March 24-25 and March 31-April 1.  Another call 
for a legion of angels for these days!  Clean up will be after worship on April 2, please plan to stay and help 
box leftovers and clean up the hall for Easter events. 
 

PLAN NOW TO BE ON THE TEAM!!!  Come have fun with us.      -S����	� H��m��- 

 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
 

February 1, we celebrate Pastor Jennifer’s one year anniversary with BUCC.  It also means time for her first 
annual review.  For the past year, Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) has met monthly with Pastor Jennifer 
to guide and reflect on our developing relationship and mutual expectations.  We have also done informal re-
views at 3 and 6 months.  For Pastor Jennifer’s first Annual Review we are seeking feedback from you, the 
congregation.  We have created a Congregational Feedback Form with five questions.  The primary purpose 
for providing feedback to the pastor is to have a conversation that focuses on performance with the ultimate 
goal of improving our church ministry.  The review is part of our process to continually improve our mutual 
ministry. 
 

The form and information will be given out to those attending the January 29, 2017 Annual Meeting and 
mailed to folks not at the meeting.  Deadline for returning your Feedback form is Sunday February 12.  Your 
feedback is critical to making the review process reflect the diversity of BUCC members’ interests and experi-
ences.  We appreciate the time, thoughtfulness and prayerful consideration you give to this process. 
If you have any questions about the review process, please talk with a PRC member: Jan Wallinder, Bonnie 

Taylor, Cynthia Andrews, Dan Kost, Debi Poppe, Lee Evans, Theresa Reynolds. 



January 25, 1916—January 2, 2017 

OBITUARY FOR LINDA DROZ 

 

Linda passed away peacefully and pain free in 
her sleep on the evening of January 2, 2017.  
She was just shy of turning 101 years old on 
January 25.  She is survived by her husband, 
Wes.  They had been married for 25 years. 
 

She was born in the Clackamas Heights 
neighborhood of Oregon City, one of nine 
children of Edward and Lidia Bittner.  She 
attended Sellwood Grade School and Girls 
Polytechnic High School in Portland. 
 

Linda worked at Oregon Worsted Woolen 
Mills in Milwaukie for 33 years.  Later, she 
worked and retired from PakWell Paper Com-
pany. 
 

Linda was very active in the Beavercreek 
United Church of Christ.  She gave her time to 
deliver meals on wheels and she volunteered 
at the Oregon City Senior enter.  She also 
worked with Loaves and Fishes and helped 
with meals at the Kendel Center. 
 

She was loved by all and she will be missed 
by her family and friends. 
 

The family is especially grateful to Tatiana, 
her wonderful care-giver for the past year, and 
to Comfort Care Hospice.  Donations to her 
memorial can be made to the Beavercreek 
United Church of Christ Building Fund or to 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. 
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BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

 2/3   Cheryl Keicher 2/1    Bonnie & Larry Taylor 

  2/5   Rick Swim  2/14   Mary & Don Lewallen 

 2/7   Lee Evans  2/18   John Schroeder & Jan Keyser 

 2/11  Debi Poppe  

  2/12  Wes Droz  

 2/15   Larry Taylor  

  2/20  Eva Grace Stimac  

  2/22  Garett McKee   

 2/25  Mekenha Kost  

 2/22 Carter & Mason Redling  

2/23  Tammy Kronberg   

  

  

  

Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 
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