
Coming Events 

 

12/8  Follow the Star Christmas Event 
12/9  Choir at Rockwood SDA, 8:30 

12/10 Church Council after worship 

12/16 Men’s Gathering, 9 AM 

12/17 Christmas Pageant 
12/24  Christmas Eve Svc 7:00 

12/30  Choir @ Zoo Lights, 5:45 

1/28    Annual Meeting 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Stewardship News 
December 3rd Pledge card deadline !!! 
 

As the days fly past, PLEASE remember to turn 
in your pledge card. 
 

We do not live by bread alone and your pledges 
are the backbone to the church.  The finance 
folks need to know what funds will be available to 
sustain your church in the coming year.  Only by 
you filling out your pledge card and turning it in, 
does it allow us to do the work that Jesus has giv-
en us to do. 
 

Please return your card in my mail, in the offering 
plate, or to Mary and Starr. 
 

SCRIPT ALERT ! 

 

Let the SHOPPING begin!!!  LESS THAN 25 
DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS !!! OH MY ! 

 

There are ONLY 2 more order dates available 
till Christmas.  We not only have our go to 
cards like, Fred Meyer, Safeway, Starbucks, 
Amazon...etc.  We have new cards that make 
wonderful gifts for those hard to buy for shop-
pers or the people in our lives that we depend  
on...mail person, gas station attendant, a 
special neighbor. 

 

So, if you don't see the card you need in our 
store supply...pick up an order sheet, pay for 
the card and we will order it for you!!!  Need 
help, just ask. 

 

Blessing, your scrip team! 
 
FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT RETURNS! 
 

Get ready for an evening of crafts, cookies and a time 
for reflection on Saturday, December 9, at 5:00 PM!  
We'll be making some easy, fun holiday crafts, shar-
ing and eating cookies, and taking some time to re-
flect on the joy and blessings of the Advent season.   
Craft ideas & supplies welcome!  Please stay tuned 
for more details from Pastor Jennifer. 
 

Follow the Star—Friday, Dec. 8, with Rockwood 
SDA Choir and BUCC choir.  Meet in basement 
of Holden Auditorium at 5:15 pm.  Performance 
is from 5:45 to 6:15 pm in Holden Auditorium 
(Gladstone SDA Campus).  

Rockwood Christmas program—Saturday, 
Dec. 9.  Choir meets at 8:30 am for combined 
choir rehearsal.  Brunch is served from 9:30—

10:30 am.  Program starts at 10:30 and lasts to 
about twelve. 

 

Christmas Eve Service—Dec. 24, 7:00 pm.  Ex-
perience a traditional family candlelight service 
featuring choral music, candles, carols, scripture 
and a Christmas message. 

 

Women's Fellowship meeting will be at Barbara 
Droz home on December 11th at 5:30pm.  It will 
be our annual Christmas dinner.  Turkey, stuff-
ing, mashed potatoes and gravy will be furnished 
by Barbara.  Everyone else should bring a side 
dish or dessert.  There is also a Christmas orna-
ment exchange.  All women in the church are in-
vited.  This is a fun gathering and it is very much 
enjoyed by all who attend.  Please let Barbara 
know if you are coming so she will know how 
many women to plan on. 

E-mail Greg Hettman at greghet@aol.com if you 
would like to receive the Chimes electronically in 

PDF format (read by Adobe). 
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Pastor’s Thoughts—Rev. Jennifer Seaich 

 

I grew up watching “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving”. Charlie and his friends taught me that after a hard winter, the 
pilgrims, with the help of the local Native American community, planted crops and had a great harvest. Filled with 
gratitude, they celebrated their harvest with a great feast. The Native Americans came too, and they all shared at a 
table filled with turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, and pie. And in the Thanksgiving special, Schroeder plays 
the piano, with Lucy leaning against it, while telling the story and implies at least that we have carried this tradition on 
ever since.  It’s a very sweet story (if you’ve never seen it, you’re missing out). 
 

What really happened is a bit more complicated than that. Probably the pilgrims did celebrate. Probably the Natives 
were not invited. There were other Thanksgivings, off and on, but Thanksgiving did not become a national holiday 
until 1863, when President Lincoln, wanting to bring a torn nation together declared Thanksgiving a national holiday, 
to heal the nation, to bring “peace, harmony, and union.” 
 

The Peanuts gang reminds us of the importance of being grateful, of looking at our many blessings and giving thanks. 
That is a very good thing. Yet Thanksgiving is not a religious holiday. We talk about it at church, but it’s a secular oc-
casion- a national holiday, not one connected with God or the life of Christ. This is important to remember because 
for us Christians, gratitude is not about a special day. Gratitude is a requirement of our faith. We don’t need a holiday 
to remind us of God’s goodness and love, and we can’t stop being grateful on Black Friday. 
 

In today’s world, with so much fear and threats, it sometimes seems difficult to count blessings. It’s easier to count 
the threats. Our country is scary right now. Single shooter incidents seem to come every week. We could be on the 
brink of war with North Korea. White supremacists march through the streets in khakis and polo shirts, looking more 
like Gap employees than the KKK. Yet in profound ways, the uncertainty and fear make it all the more important to be 
grateful for the love that surrounds us. When we look around, there is much that is not as we would have it be, but 
there are also good, kind people in the world. There is great love. We have a wonderful church, filled with people who 
care for each other and the church. There are those around who would have us be distrusting, separate, and focus 
on what divides us. There are voices shouting at us to be afraid and angry. Jesus would not be one of them. One way 
to quiet these loud, buzzing voices is to practice gratitude- to notice and appreciate what is good and beautiful. 
 

Many psychologists and counselors promote gratitude exercises, like gratitude journals or gratitude visits to boost 
mood and increase positive feelings. Many Christian thinkers and mystics have also encouraged this expression of 
gratitude. The Examen prayer, often associated with the Jesuits, involves looking back through each day, counting 
the graces. Include small graces and give thanks for them, like the flavor of fair trade coffee, the smile of a stranger 
while walking to class, a grilled cheese sandwich, fresh drinking water, time with friends, a phone call from a friend, 
and comfortable shoes. Give thanks for them, and also look for times through the day when you might have been 
more gracious yourself, when you might have been more merciful or more loving. 
 

This need to give profound thanks to God for every blessing is something that we share with other faiths, people of 
good will on other paths to God.  Our gratitude to our creator is perhaps one of our strongest connections.  Jewish 
scripture proclaims “Shout joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; worship the LORD with cries of gladness; come before 
him with joyful song. Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong, whose people we are” (Psalm 
100). “O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever,” “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart” (Psalm 
30:12, 9:1). In the New Testament, St Paul wrote to believers, “Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  In all circum-
stances give thanks” (1Thes 5:17).  The Qur’an tells Muslim faithful “It is God Who brought you forth from the wombs 
of your mothers when you knew nothing; and gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and affections: that you 
may give thanks ” (16, 78). Sufi mystic Hazrat Inayat Khan compared gratefulness to the fragrance of a flower and 
taught that we should cultivate it by looking at small blessings each day.  Buddhist Thich Nhat Hanh said “People 
usually consider walking on water or in thin air a miracle. But I think the real miracle is not to walk either on water or 
in thin air, but to walk on earth. Every day we are engaged in a miracle which we don’t even recognize: a blue sky, 
white clouds, green leaves, the black, curious eyes of a child — our own two eyes. All is a miracle”. It is through see-
ing the miraculous in our lives and in each other, and in practicing gratitude, that we change the world. 
 

Fourteenth century German mystic Meister Eckhart said, “if the only prayer you ever say is ‘Thank You’, that is 
enough”.  Expressing gratitude is more than a simple social grace; it deepens the relationship between giver and re-
ceiver. For us as Christians, giving thanks for our many gifts strengthens our most important relationship, our relation-
ship with God. 
 

What a profoundly beautiful way to enter into the blessed seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
 



Finance Corner  by Sky O’Callahan 

 

Discussion about budget: does it reflect our priorities and commitment? 

 

The Finance Committee encouraged discussion in our Church Service Sunday, November 11.  
We’ve been working on the 2018 budget early this year, in order to support deeper discussions 
about what we want to be and do in our community.   Jan has pointed out that our budget should 
reflect our priorities and commitments, and we thought it is a good time to look very closely at 
that. 
 

Why now?  Linda and Wes’s gift of paying off the “mortgage” on the Fellowship Hall reduces our 
annual budget by $18,400.  Also, our covenant with Pastor Jennifer is now in the second year, and 
it seems like a perfect time to be very intentional. 
 

At Sunday’s discussion we pointed out one mission that shows up in the budget:  Our Food Pantry 
has served over 550 people this year (I said in the Service 550 families, but I was wrong about that.  
Still, over 500 people!).  That shows up in the budget as $3,000 to cover some food we buy and the 
electricity for lights and refrigeration.  Also, we contribute over 250 volunteer hours a year.  It all 
supports a very powerful mission in our community that reflects our Mission Statement: 
 

Because we experience God’s unconditional love, our mission is to love God, to love our-
selves, and to love others, without condition 

 

We presented the first version of the 2018 budget to Church Council after the Church Service.  
There are several areas that invite discussion of change, and the intent is for that to happen at the 
next Council meeting (12/10 after Church – please plan to be there).  Following are some of the 
ideas that could be built into our budget for next year: 
 

1) Start saving for Pastor Jennifer’s sabbatical that occurs after the fifth year of her service with 
us.  This saving could be any increment we want to start with. 

2) Start a Building Fund for any future building we may need to do.  We could be earning some 
interest instead of paying lots of interest when the time comes.  This could be any amount up to 
our old mortgage payment in theory. 

3) Set up a budget line item that could support future ideas we come up with.  What if we set aside 
a few thousand dollars for the next program or mission idea? 

4) Increase our mission budget.  At one time we reduced our Church giving significantly to bal-
ance the budget.  We have been increasing it slowly the last few years. 

5) Renew a budget item to annually fund some money into Long Range Maintenance and Repair.  
We have depleted our M&R reserves over the past year as we have done several accumulated 
projects. 

6) Council approved hiring a cleaning contractor to clean the Church and Fellowship Hall month-
ly.  That would run about $4,000 per year. 

 

There are other things we could change that would impact our Mission in the community.  We ask 
that you spend some time noodling about where we can best invest our dollars (and time).   
 

Feel free to share any thoughts with members of the Finance Committee:  Sky, Tammy, Barbara, 
Hannah or Jan.  Or better yet, come to the next Church Council meeting!  The Council makes a 
recommendation that gets voted on at the Annual Meeting in January. 



 

November 19, 2017 

 

Dear Parents & Children of Beavercreek UCC: 

 

Advent is quickly approaching & we are making plans for 

weekly movement/dance in our services during December.  

Plans include the opportunity for Children to process in the 

Advent Candle, (unlit!) each Sunday at the beginning of our 

Church service. 

 

If your Child/Children are interested in taking part, (keep in mind that they do not need to be 

present each Sunday, if other plans are in place), please contact Becky Albeke at 503.341.1810.  

We will have a short practice next Sunday, November 26 from Noon to 12:15 in the Sanctuary. 

 

Our Children are such an important part of our Church family.  Thank you so much for all 

your efforts to include them. 

 

Becky  

 

Mission and Outreach has been busy!  by Skipper Maine 

 

Last month, we provided food and hygiene products to 60 of our neighbors in need. 
We are providing Thanksgiving boxes to local families.  We are also sponsoring two 
families this Christmas.  Please check out the Christmas tree in the fellowship 
hall. Take a tag from the tree, buy a gift (or several) and return the wrapped gift by 
Dec. 17. Please make sure that  the tag is attached to the outside of the gift. 
 

We have a new mission project! Echo (Conor) mentioned to me that he 
sometimes sees homeless folks while walking to/from work, late at night. 
If he has extra hand warmers in his backpack, he gives them away.  M& O 
has purchased a supply of hand warmers for Echo and his friends to give 
out when they see a need.  
 

The Christmas Pageant is planned for Sunday, Dec. 17th.  We'll plan to fill 
parts with children first then reach out to adults for needs.  The rest of us 
will get to be in the REJOICE chorus.  So, plan to bring bells, shakers, etc. to 
church on Dec. 17th.  Everyone participates, some in costume.  It is a no-
rehearsal Christmas pageant to enjoy live theater.  So, we are all in this to-
gether.  We will work a little with the children on Dec. 3 to choose characters 
and discuss the Christmas story and practice some songs.  If you have a child 
who will not attend Sunday School on Dec. 3, please let Chris 
(chris.ritter51@gmail.com) know by Dec. 9 and we'll get them a part if they 
want one. 
 
Thanks!  Chris   



Advent Labyrinth Walk 

 

Watch for the date to be announced for an Advent Labyrinth Walk coming 
up in December!  With all the extra activities and gatherings during the Ad-
vent Season, it is easy to feel a bit overwhelmed and stressed, or perhaps, 
even a bit disconnected or excluded.  The Labyrinth experience provides a 
walking meditation, allowing us to re-center and re-connect with God.  If you 
have not walked before, the Labyrinth is a one-way path to the center so 

there is no worry of becoming disoriented/lost; the same pathway is followed on the way out 
from the center.  It will take place in the Fellowship Hall, with a brief opening, the walk and then 
a time of sharing and closing, so allow about an hour in your busy schedule.  Take time out for 
your spiritual health & come join us for the Advent Labyrinth Walk! 
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Men’s Gathering Men’s Gathering Men’s Gathering Men’s Gathering by Greg Hettmanby Greg Hettmanby Greg Hettmanby Greg Hettman    

    

On Saturday, December 16th, 9:00 AM, men of BUCC are invited 

to meet in the Fellowship Hall to discuss the formation of an on-

going men’s group.  As of now, this group has yet to define its 

structure or direction.  Probable areas of exploration include mis-

sion, spiritual practices and other churchy things.  Other aspects of 

such a group may (but most probably will) include food, fun and 

fellowship.  It’s totally up in the air as to whether or not we’ll have 

a secret handshake.  I’ll cook up breakfast so come hungry. 

Fellowship Bank Repair 

 

As most of you know, major work 

is needed to stabilize the sliding 

bank behind the FH.  Initial esti-

mates look like it will cost in the 

tens of thousands of dollars to fix.  

An anonymous donor has offered 

to match any donations coming to 

the church for this project by the 

end of 2017 up to $5,000.   If you’re 

so inclined, make your check out 

to Beavercreek UCC and note that 

it’s for the “Bank Repair.” 



December 2017 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ, The Ten O’Clock Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31  New Year’s 
Eve 

1   
 

 

2  Sanctuary and 
Tree decorating, 
10:00 am 

 

3 Communion 

 

 

4   
 

5 

Adult 
Supper/
Discussion, 
6:00 pm 

6   
 

7 

 

Choir 7pm 

8 Choir at 
Follow the Star 
5:15 pm  

9  Choir at 
Rockwood SDA, 
8:30  
 

 

10   
 

Ch Council, 11:30  

11 

Women’s 
Fellowship 
5:30, Barbara 
Droz 

 

 

12 

 

Adult 
Supper/
Discussion, 
6:00 pm 

13  
 

14 

 

Choir 7pm 

15 

 

16  

 

Men’s Gathering, 
9AM 

17   Christmas 
Pageant, 10 am 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

Adult 
Supper/
Discussion, 
6:00 pm 

  

20   
 

 

21 

 

Choir Party, 
6:00 pm 

22 

 

 

23 

 

  

24  

 

Christmas Eve 
Candle-light 
service, 7:00 pm 

25   
 

CHRISTMAS 

 

26  27 

Mission & 
Outreach, 
5:30 

28   
  
 

29 30 

 

Choir at Zoo-

Lights, 5:45 

 

Worship Sundays, 10:00 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery       
 

Pastor @ Singer Hill Café, Tuesdays, 11:30—1:00 



 Anniversaries 

 

 

  

  

  

12/1    Finnigan Howe-Fallaw  

12/14   Jory Lynch      

12/15   Barbara Specht     

12/17   Skipper Maine     

12/18   Teri Poppino   

12/18   Rev. Jennifer Seaich  

12/21   Echo O’Callahan-Maine     

12/29   Starr McKee  

  

  

Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 
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  DECEMBER HOSPITALITY TEAMS 

                    ☕N�☕N�☕  

 

12/3  Hosts — Marge T / Pam O 

   Usher — Starr M 

12/10  Hosts — Shelley H / Barb Droz 

   Usher — Greg J 

12/17  Hosts — Jan K : Tammy K 

   Usher — John S 

12/24 Hosts — Molly L / Norma B 

   Usher — Lee B 

Eve   Usher — Chris R 

12/31  Hosts — Chris R / Bonnie T 

   Usher — Milt R  


